	How to Use This Tool
This tool is designed to help you advocate for Bill 173 and let your Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) know how IPV has impacted you and your family or community.

We are at a crucial point in getting the Ontario government to pass Bill 173, Intimate Partner Violence Epidemic Act. Passing this Bill would formally recognize IPV as an epidemic in Ontario – acknowledging the widespread and lasting harm that IPV has on survivors, children, family members and communities in general.

Next Steps:
1. Find Your MPP: 
· Go to https://www.ola.org/en/members/current 
· Enter your residential address or postal code to locate your local Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) to get their name and email address.

Tip: Mention your riding in your email or letter introduction to show you are part of their constituency.

2. Personalize the Advocacy Letter Template:  
· Using the email template below
· Fill in the placeholders with your:  
· Name  
· Riding and MPP details
· Thoughts and experiences related to IPV in Ontario.  
This is your chance to share how IPV has impacted you, your family, or your community.  
· Once personalized, copy and paste the subject line and content into an email or write it out as a formal letter sent to your MPP.

3. Mobilize Your Network:  
· Share this email and the advocacy template with community organizations, friends, neighbors, and anyone who cares about the issue.  

Tip: Encourage them to write their own letters, as more voices will create greater pressure on MPPs to support Bill 173.

Need Help? reach out to us at amathur@womanact.ca.

Additional Resources
· Review our explainer on "How New Laws & Regulations are Created in Ontario" to better understand the legislative process.
· Explore the resource package on "Bill 173 – The Current State of Intimate Partner Violence in Ontario," developed through collaboration with community partners and experts




*Add to subject line* : Urgent Action Needed: Support for Bill 173, Intimate Partner Violence Epidemic Act
Dear [add MPP name],
My name is [name and information; e.g Aakanksha Mathur, I am a resident of your riding, 
University—Rosedale]. I am writing to emphasize the urgent need to pass Bill 173, the Intimate Partner Violence Epidemic Act, 2024, through third reading before the current legislative assembly period ends. 
[A few sentences on why addressing IPV is important to you or your personal story with IPV – 150-200 word limit]
My personal experiences echo numerous research findings. This resource package created by WomanACT, The Current State of Intimate Partner Violence in Ontario, contains community-based and academic research on IPV in Ontario to support you in understanding just how far reaching IPV is and why declaring IPV an epidemic is necessary. Declaring IPV an epidemic is not just a symbolic act. For me as a [survivor of IPV or family violence and/or community member of riding] it sends a clear message that my elected government is committed to putting a stop to violence in my community. 
I am hopeful that you will consider my request as a matter of urgency and use your position as an elected member that represents my community to push for Bill 173 to be passed through third reading before the current legislative assembly period ends.
Sincerely,
[Name] 
 
