Reducing Stigma and Improving Access for Women with
Experiences of Criminalization and Trauma

In Canada, disaggregated data on racialized women with experiences of criminalization is limited. Duhaney
(2021), provided a glimpse into understanding the demographics of this population. This infographic
provides a snapshot of research conducted by Duhaney (2021) on Black women who have been
criminalized in Toronto.

Education

Household Income 46% had high-school diploma
73% earned less than $35K 46% had college diploma

6% had a university degree

Charges

100% of women had been
charged with an offence including:

Citizenship Status

5 Canadian Citizens uttering threats, assault, assault

10 Immigrants with a weapon

29-57

» 100% of the women were in a heterosexual relationship

» 100% of the women were in a common law or marital relationship

» 93% of the women experienced physical abuse from their partners

« 100% of the women were charged with intimate partner violence

« 86% of the women were charged with IPV as the primary aggressor and their partners
were not charged

13% of the women who were charged were dually charged with their partner

What does this mean?

As Duhaney (2021) points out in their research, there is a significant correlation between Black women who are
in conflict with the law and intimate partner violence. This correlation is rooted in systemic oppression. Black

women with multiple intersecting identities of marginalization such as race, class, citizenship status and gender

are the most vulnerable to intimate partner violence and interactions with the criminal justice system.
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